USEPA Guidance
Stormwater Management Control Measures — Best Management Practices (BMPs)
MCM3 — lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination BMPs

Minimum Control Measure (MCM) 3

lllicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

Illicit discharges are generally any discharge into a storm drain
system this is not composed entirely of stormwater. The
exceptions include water from fire fighting activities and
discharges from facilities already under an NPDES permit. lllicit
discharges are a problem because, unlike wastewater which
flows to a wastewater treatment plant, stormwater generally
flows to waterways without any additional treatment. Illicit

Wash water from a commercial car
wash discharging down a storm drain
is an example of an illicit discharge.

discharges often include pathogens, nutrients, surfactants, and

various toxic pollutants.

Phase Il MS4s are required to develop a program to detect and eliminate these illicit discharges. This
primarily includes developing:

e a storm sewer system map,

e an ordinance prohibiting illicit discharges,

e a plan to detect and address these illicit discharges, and

e an education program on the hazards associated with illicit discharges.

An effective illicit discharge program needs to be both reactive and proactive. The program is
reactive in addressing spills and other illicit discharges to the storm drain system that are found. The
program must also be proactive in preventing and eliminating illicit discharges through education,
training and enforcement.

Additional information on this minimum measure, including the stormwater Phase Il regulatory
requirements for IDDE and a fact sheet on the IDDE minimum measure [PDF - 262 KB - 4 pp], is also

available.

Key BMPs and Resources:
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http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Stormwater-Phase-II-Regulatory-Requirements.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Stormwater-Phase-II-Regulatory-Requirements.cfm
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/fact2-5.pdf
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MS4s addressing the IDDE minimum measure should begin with the
IDDE program development BMP fact sheet. The additional BMPs listed
below can be used to help implement an IDDE program. A key - : -

. . lllicit Discharge
reference for IDDE is the IDDE Guidance developed by the Center for Detection and Elimination
Watershed Protection and Dr. Robert Pitt, listed below. :

A Gusaonce Monwal kv
ond

e |llicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Program
Development BMP Fact Sheet

e |llicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: A Guidance Manual
for Program Development and Technical Assessments -

Center for Watershed Protection's comprehensive manual that outlines practical, low cost,
and effective techniques for stormwater program managers and practitioners. The
guidelines include details on creating and managing an IDDE program, timelines that
estimate how long program implementation will take, information on estimating program
costs in terms of capital and personnel expenses, and types of testing used to detect
stormwater illicit discharges. This manual provides valuable guidance for communities and
others seeking to establish IDDE programs.

BMP Fact Sheets:

The fact sheets in this section describe BMPs and how to use them to help municipal stormwater
programs and construction site operators comply with the stormwater Phase Il requirements.
EPA has started updating these fact sheets to include new practices and technologies. Several of
these updated fact sheets are now available in PDF format.

Developing an IDDE Program

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Program Development
Reducing the Occurrence of SSOs

Trash and lllegal Dumping

Developing a Used Qil Recycling Program
lllegal Dumping Control

Trash and Debris Management

Decentralized Wastewater

Preventing Septic System Failure
Sewage from Recreational Activities
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http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illicit-Discharge-Detection-and-Elimination-Program-Development.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illicit-Discharge-Detection-and-Elimination-Program-Development.cfm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/docs.cfm?program_id=6&view=allprog&sort=name#iddemanual
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/docs.cfm?program_id=6&view=allprog&sort=name#iddemanual
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illicit-Discharge-Detection-and-Elimination-Program-Development.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illicit-Discharge-Detection-and-Elimination-Program-Development.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Reducing-the-Occurrence-of-SSOs.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Developing-a-Used-Oil-Recycling-Program.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Developing-a-Used-Oil-Recycling-Program.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illegal-Dumping-Control.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Illegal-Dumping-Control.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Trash-and-Debris-Management.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Preventing-Septic-System-Failure.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Preventing-Septic-System-Failure.cfm
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Sewage-from-Recreational-Activities.cfm
http://cfpub2.epa.gov/npdes/docs.cfm?program_id=6&view=allprog&sort=name#iddemanual
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Public Reporting

Community Hotlines

EPA Internet Resources:

Marine Debris often called litter, is any man-made, solid material that enters our
waterways. EPA's marine debris website and factsheet are useful resources for educating
the public about impacts and ways to prevent marine debris.

EPA Region 5 lllegal Dumping Prevention Program was established to exchange information
and establish partnerships to develop and implement strategies to combat illegal dumping.

e Non-Stormwater Discharges (PDF) (5 pp, 50K, About PDF) is a fact sheet on controlling Non-
Stormwater Discharges to the storm drain system.

Stormwater case studies on illicit discharge detection and elimination includes case studies
of how a Phase | or Phase Il community has implemented the illicit discharge requirements.

Model lllicit Discharge Ordinance is available from EPA's Nonpoint Source Program.

e Wastewater Education Materials to help municipal officials educate citizens on important
wastewater issues.
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http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Community-Hotlines.cfm
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris
http://www.epa.gov/owow/oceans/debris/factsheet_marinedebris.html
http://www.epa.gov/region5/waste/illegal_dumping/
http://water.epa.gov/scitech/wastetech/upload/2002_06_28_mtb_nonstorm.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/pdf.html
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/casestudiesRam.cfm?submissionType=1&minmeasure=3
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/nps/discharges.cfm
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/wastewatermonth
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Other Internet Resources:

e Examples of municipal programs to detect and eliminate illicit discharges:

o Wayne County, Michigan (13 pp, 106K, About PDF) =¥!T Bisclaimer

o Manchester, New Hampshire E*/TBisclsime:

e Examples materials created for businesses:

o Business and Industry Guide to Chesterfield County’s lllicit Discharge Ordinance (2
pp, 112K, About PDF) EXTBIEEEIMEL"_ cpacrarfield County, Virginia

EXIT Disclaimer

o Best Management Practices: Food-Related Cleaning - Las Vegas,

Nevada

Note: If you are referencing this page, please use this alias web address:
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps/illicitdischarge
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http://www.rougeriver.com/pdfs/illicit/sucilcon.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/pdf.html
http://manchesternh.gov/website/Departments/EnvironmentalProtection/Stormwater/StormWaterAwareness/tabid/268/Default.aspx
http://www.chesterfield.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=7803
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/pdf.html
http://www.lvstormwater.com/printvers/bmp_foodservice_pv.html
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/menuofbmps/illicitdischarge
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/exitepa.htm

